meaning. How the hearer hears what is read or said is critical to both the event of reading and the event of hearing. Moreover, there is dialectic between event and meaning that helps us to understand that while the event fades, the meaning of the event perdures.
The audience or the context of reading scripture is integral to interpretation and understanding. Similarly, preaching the sermon is context-driven because all sermons are grounded in interpretation. This means that the hearers' or congregational context inherently affects reading scripture and preaching sermons. Juel helps to make this clear.
Finally, I recommend using this book in preaching and biblical studies courses because of its focus on interpretation and reading. The spirituality of the author permeates almost every page.
James Henry Harris, Virginia Union University, School of Theology, Richmond, VA
